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mena. All that can be affirmed by the strongest/
assertor of the Freedom of the Will, is that volitions
are themselves uncaused and are therefore alone fit to
be the first or universal Cause. But, even assuming'
volitions to be uncaused, the properties of matter, so far
as experience discloses, are uncaused also, and have the
advantage over any particular volition, in being so far
as experience can show, eternal. Theism, therefore,
in so far as it rests on the necessity of a First Cause,
has no support from experience.

To those who, in default of Experience, consider the
necessity of a first cause as matter of intuition, I would
say that it is needless, in this discussion, to contest
their premises; since admitting that there is and
must be a First Cause, it has now been shown that
several other agencies than Will can lay equal claim
to that character. One thing only may be said which
requires notice here. Among the facts of the universe
to be accounted for, it may be said, is Mind; and it
is self-evident that nothing can have produced Mind
but Mind.

The special indications that Mind is deemed to give,
pointing to intelligent contrivance, belong to a diffe-
rent portion of this inquiry. But if the mere exist-
ence of Mind is supposed to require, as a necessary
antecedent, another Mind greater and more powerful,
the difficulty is not removed by going one step back :
the creating mind stands as much in need of another